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Big Buddy Program’s                                          

WordPlay Teen Writing Project 
1415 Main Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone:  225-388-9737 x 207
Fax:  225-346-8441

www.wordplaybr.com 

2009-2010 School Residency Application
OPTION 1:  
POETRY RESIDENCY INTEGRATED WITHIN AN ELA CLASS 
· The WordPlay Mentor Writer works with at least one teacher to teach a series of WordPlay workshops (usually once a week) as an integrated part of ELA classes at any grade level.  The partner teacher(s) replicate the workshops with their other classes.
·  Partner teachers receive WordPlay curriculum materials and approximately 20 hours of in-service training throughout the school year.
· WP Mentor Writers work with partner teachers to coordinate youth access to Freshhhh Heat monthly open mics, WordCrew after school workshops, ALL CITY Poetry Slam Festival, and submission to WordPlay’s anthology of teen writing.
· WordPlay consults with partner teachers on process for setting up and managing a school-wide creative writing publication and open-mic events at the school.
· WordPlay conducts an annual spoken-word poetry assembly at the school, featuring acclaimed adult poets alongside youth poets from the school.
COSTS FOR OPTION 1
These costs cover the basic expenses for providing the program at your school.  
	One partner teacher
	average 1 hour per week or 4 per month
	$3,000

	Two partner teachers
	average 2 hours per week or 8 per month
	$5,000

	Three partner teachers
	average  3 hours per week or 12 per month
	$7,000

	Four partner teachers
	average  4 hours per week or 16 per month
	$9,000

	Please note that there will be an additional fee for schools outside of the EBR parish to include gas mileage and travel time.


Pending timely partner teacher confirmation at program start, residencies will begin in September 2009 and go until May 2010, for an average of 24 weeks.  There may be some weeks when Mentor Writers must reschedule due to conferences, professional development or other programming conflicts.    
SEE PAGE 3 FOR FUNDING OPTIONS
OPTION 2:  WORDPLAY ELECTIVE CLASS
· WordPlay is offered as a year-long elective class* and taught by an approved teacher on staff at your school.  WordPlay provides the curriculum resources and in-depth training (at least 40 hours) to each partner teacher.
· The WordPlay elective class curriculum encompasses the writing and performance of students’ original poetry, as well as the publication and production of literary activities throughout the school.  These activities include the production of school open-mics, a school literary magazine, a slam team, and teacher development workshops.  
· A WordPlay Mentor Writer is paired with each school to work alongside the partner teacher(s) at least once a week within the classroom and to help coordinate the literary activities at the school. 
· WP Mentor Writers work with partner teachers to coordinate youth access to Freshhhh Heat monthly open mics, WordCrew after school workshops, ALL CITY Poetry Slam Festival, and submission to WordPlay’s anthology of teen writing.
· WordPlay conducts an annual spoken-word poetry assembly at the school, featuring acclaimed adult poets alongside youth poets from the school.
OPTIONAL:  An MFA Creative Writing student from LSU (as part of an independent study program) is paired with each class to help with the production of a school literary magazine.  This process is supported and directed by the staff of The Southern Review, a prestigious national literary journal published at LSU.
*We are currently working with the Louisiana Department of Education to assess how this elective class will be classified.  We are recommending a cap of 20 students per class.
COST FOR OPTION 2

These costs cover the basic expenses for providing the program at your school.  

	One teacher or one class
	$5,000

	Two teachers or two classes
	$9,000

	Three teachers or three classes
	$13,000

	Four teachers or four classes
	$17,000

	Please note that there will be an additional fee for schools outside of the EBR parish to include gas mileage and travel time.


Teachers must attend a 20-hour training institute in August 2009 and monthly in-services throughout the year.  WordPlay Mentor Writers will work directly within elective classes for an average of 24 sessions, this does not necessarily include every week the class is in session. 
RESIDENCY FUNDING OPTIONS


WordPlay Partner School

Residency Application for the 2009-2010 School-Year
Timeline for application process

· Notify us no later than February 10, 2009 if you would like to collaborate on a Louisiana Division of the Arts grant application.  
· Complete application due to WordPlay no later than Friday, May 1st, 2009
· Applicants will receive notification no later than _Friday, May 15th, 2009
Return via email or fax to:

Chancelier Skidmore

WordPlay Program Manager

bootstrang@aol.com
work# 225.388.9737 ext. 207
cell# 225.288.3233

fax# 225.346.8441

Please answer the following questions with as much clarity and detail as possible. Type directly into the Word Document or recreate in another document. 

	Name of School:
  

	School Address:



	Person filling out application:



	Email and phone #:



	What kind of residency are you applying for? (see pages 3 & 4 above)

__Residency integrated into an ELA class/classes

__WordPlay elective class/classes



	How many teachers are you applying for?

Teacher 1  ____________________________________________________

Email and phone #  _____________________________________________

Teacher 2 (optional)_____________________________________________

Email and phone #  _____________________________________________

Teacher 3 (optional) ____________________________________________

Email and phone #  _____________________________________________

Teacher 4 (optional) ____________________________________________

Email and phone #  _____________________________________________



	List the names of the classes you intend to offer residencies within.  If you are applying for an elective, list the number of elective sections you hope to offer.  


	Why is this a good time for WordPlay to partner with your school?



	 What is in place to support a positive culture at your school?  



	What does your school do to encourage student expression? 



	Describe the learning community among teachers at your school. 



	What does your school hope to gain from a WordPlay residency?

	Describe your plans to secure funding for the WordPlay residency.  (See page 3 above)


Principal’s Signature   ___________________________________________

Principal’s most reliable contact info   ________________________________

Return via email or fax to:

Chancelier Skidmore

WordPlay Program Manager

bootstrang@aol.com
work# 225.388.9737 ext. 207

cell# 225.288.3233

fax# 225.346.8441

How does my school pay for a WordPlay residency?





There are many options for how your school can pay for a WordPlay residency.  	Here are some possible pathways to funding:





Collaborate with us to write a grant for your school to Louisiana Division of the Arts or Academic Distinction Fund.  You must notify us of your desire to collaborate on this no later than Februrary 10, 2009.  Our staff will work closely with you to prepare the grant application.





Some schools have applied to outside foundations or appealed to parent groups for fundraising.  We are happy to work with you on grant applications and fundraising efforts.  Please note that we have a small staff and often need a month’s notice before we can begin working on new projects.





GEAR UP plans to provide a $5,000 scholarship per school to work with 10th grade students in the 09-10 school-year:  Belaire High, Lee High, Scotlandville High, Baker High and EBR Lab Academy.  You must fill out an application and indicate “Gear Up Scholarship” in the payment section.








How does a WordPlay residency work?


There are two options for residencies in the 2009-2010 school year: a residency integrated into an ELA classroom or an elective class.  In either option, the staff of the school works closely with WordPlay staff to design a residency that will last the duration of the school year and that will invigorate the literary arts culture of the school.  WordPlay classes teach basic and advanced skills that are aligned to the benchmarks and standards for both English Language Arts and the performing arts.  
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